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HELPLESS WIDOWS
A bereaved friend sends a pathetic letter describing
the plight of a 17 years old girl who has lost in Quetta
her husband, two months old child, father-in-law and her
husband's younger brother, that is to say everybody in
her father-in-law's house. My correspondent adds that she
escaped unhurt and returned with only her clothes on.
She is his uncle's daughter, and he does not know how
to console her or what to do with her. She herself is not
undamaged. Her leg has been injured, though fortunately
the bone remains intact. The correspondent concludes by
saying:"
"I have left her with her mother in Lahore. I gently men-
tioned to her and other relatives whether the girl might not be
remarried. Some listened to me sympathetically, and some re-
sented the proposal. I have no doubt that many a girl must
have suffered "the same fate as this cousin of mine. Will you say
a word of encouragement to these unfortunate widows ? "
I do not know what my pen or voice can do in matters
in which age-long prejudices are concerned. I have re-
peatedly said that every widow has as much right to
remarry as every widower. Voluntary widowhood is a
priceless boon in Hinduism; enforced widowhood is a
curse. And I very much feel that many young widows,
if they were absolutely free, not so much from the fear
of physical restraint as from the opprobrium of Hindu
public opinion, would remarry without the slightest hesita-
tion. All the young widows, therefore, who are in the
unfortunate position of this bereaved sister from Quetta
should have every inducement given to them to remarry,
and should be sure that no blame would be attached to
them if they chose to remarry, and every effort should be
made to select for them suitable matches. This is not work
that can be done by any institution. This work has got to
be done by individual reformers whose relatives have
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